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2 January 1974 
Revised Draft---Press Release re Chairmanship of Ne\vs Council 
Justice Roger J. Traynor, who has served as 
chairman of the National News Council since its inception 
in April 1973, announced today that the Council has made 
sturdy progress in its pioneering months. It has established 
lines of communication with media associations and other 
groups interested in media problems. It is moving toward 
completion of a study on the question of access to the 
media, headed by Professor BennoC. Schmidt of Columbia 
ull.ivel'::;.i..i"y La.w Se:!1001. It i5 developing lcng-ru.~gc proce-
dures for dealing vlith grievances. It is also examining the 
President's criticism of news presentations by the three 
commercial television net\'lorlcs, which he characterized as 
"outrageous, vicious, and distorted" at his news conference 
of October 26, 1973. 
", 
Justice Traynor also announced that though he will 
be relinquishing his post as chairman sometime before fall, 
to accept the Arthur Goodhart Visiting Professorship of 
Legal Science at Cambridge University, England, for the 
academic year 1974-75, he will continue to serve the National 
News Council in an advisory capacity. In his view "The 
Council is an idea whose time has come." 
1 
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